
 
The sign of the cross may be made in remembrance of our Baptism. 

 

 

O Lord, open my lips, 

and my mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit: 

as it was in the beginning, is now, 

and will be forever. Amen. 

 

Give glory to God, our light and our life. 

Oh come let us worship him. 

 
Oh come, let us sing to the Lord; 

let us shout for joy to the rock of our salvation. 

Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving 

and raise a loud shout to him with psalms. 

For the Lord is a great God 

and a great king above all gods. 

In his hand are the caverns of the earth; 

the heights of the hills are also his. 

The sea is his for he made it; 

and his hands have molded the dry land. 

Oh, come, let us bow down and bend the knee, 

and kneel before the Lord, our maker. 

For he is our God, 

and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 
Give glory to God, our light and our life. 

Oh come let us worship him. 
 

Psalm 96 is read responsively. 

1Sing to the LORD a new song; 

  sing to the LORD, all the earth. 

 2Sing to the LORD, bless the name of the LORD; 

  proclaim God’s salvation from day to day. 
 

 3Declare God’s glory among the nations 

  and God’s wonders among all peoples. 

 6Majesty and magnificence are in your presence; 

  power and splendor are in your sanctuary. 



 

 7Ascribe to the LORD, you families | of the peoples, 

  ascribe to the LORD honor and power. 

 8Ascribe to the LORD the honor due the holy name; 

  bring offerings and enter the courts of the LORD.  
 

 9Worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness; 

  tremble before the LORD, all the earth. 

 10Tell it out among the nations: “The LORD is king! 

  The one who made the world so firm that it cannot be moved  

         will judge the peoples with equity.” 
 

 11Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; 

  let the sea thunder and all that is in it; let the field be joyful and all that is therein. 

 12Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy at your coming, O LORD, 

  for you come to judge the earth.  
 

 13You will judge the world with righteousness 

  and the peoples with your truth. Amen. 

 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 

Psalm Prayer: Ever-living God, the heavens were glad and the earth rejoiced when you sent your 

Son, the incarnate Word, to dwell with us. Help us to proclaim your glory to those who do not know 

you, until the whole earth sings a new song to you, with your Son and the Holy Spirit one God, now 

and forever. Amen. 

Other psalms or reflective readings may follow.  
 

 

One or more additional readings from scripture are proclaimed. Each reading may be concluded:  

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

Silence for Reflection 
 

 

Hearing the Word is followed by a time for reflection and meditation.  
 

In many and various ways God spoke to our ancestors by the prophets, 

but in these last days God has spoken to us by the Son. 
 

 The Benedictus, the Song of Zachariah. 
 

Blessed are you, Lord, the God of Israel; 

    you have come to your people and set them free.  

You have raised up for us a mighty Savior,  

    born of the house of your servant David.  
 

Through your holy prophets, you promised of old  

     to save us from our enemies, from the hands of all who hate us, 

     to show mercy to our forebears, and to remember your holy covenant.  

This was the oath you swore to our ancestors Sarah and Abraham:  

     to set us free from the hands of our enemies,  

     free to worship you without fear,  



holy and righteous in your sight, all the days of our lives.  
 

In the tender compassion of our God 

the dawn from on high shall break upon us,  

 to shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death,  

and to guide our feet into the way of peace.  
 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, as it was in the beginning and 

will be forever, world without end. Amen.  
 

 

 

We join in prayers of intercession and thanksgiving.   

The prayers conclude with the collect and the Lord’s Prayer. 

A brief silence for prayer follows each petition. 

Mighty God of mercy, we thank you for the advent of our Savior, Christ revealed as Light for all 

nations. In this new day we offer our thanksgiving- 

   -for the sustaining goodness of your creation . . .  

   -for the new creation in Christ and all gifts of healing and forgiveness . . .  

   -for the gifts of relationship with others . . .  

   -for the communion of faith in your church . . .  
 

Other thanksgivings may be added, aloud or in silence. 

 

Merciful God of might, renew this weary world, heal the hurts of all your children, and bring about 

your peace for all in Christ Jesus, the living Lord. Especially we pray- 

   -for those who govern nations of the world . . .  

   -for the people in countries ravaged by strife or warfare . . .  

   -for all who work for peace and international harmony . . .  

   -for all who strive to save the earth from carelessness and destruction . . .  

   -for the church of Jesus Christ in every land . . .  

Other intercessions may be added, aloud or in silence. The prayers continue with the Collect of the 

Day and then: 
 

Almighty and everlasting God, you have brought us in safety to this new day. Preserve us with your 

mighty power, that we may not fall into sin nor be overcome in adversity. In all we do, direct us to 

the fulfilling of your purpose; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

    hallowed be thy name,  

    thy kingdom come,  

    thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses,  

    as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation,  

    but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  

and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 



 
 

Let us bless the Lord.   Thanks be to God. 
 

Almighty and merciful God, the Father, the + Son, and the Holy Spirit,  

bless and preserve us.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 


