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Ascension Sunday / 7th Easter 2021 
 

16  May, 2021               Worship  at 9:30 a.m. 
 

Gathering  
 

We rejoice that we are gathering in-house, and give thanks for all that has made this possible: your patience 

and support, the gifts of medical professionals, researchers, all the work and ways we have acted in love for 

one another. So welcome, however you are joining us for worship today: God has called us together! 

 

 In today’s readings the risen Christ ascends into heaven and his followers are assured that the Spirit will 

empower them to be witnesses throughout the earth. The disciples are told to not gaze up into heaven to look 

for Jesus (Acts 1:11); we find his presence among us as we proclaim the word and share the Easter feast. 

We, too, long for the Spirit to enliven our faith and invigorate our mission. We complete our Easter 

celebration next Sunday as we celebrate Pentecost. By the gift of the Spirit we are witnesses! 

 

WELCOME AND WORSHIP ANNOUNCEMENTS   
 

THE PRELUDE: time for prayer and preparation. 
 
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen!  

Christ is risen indeed, Alleluia! 

We are gathered in the name of the Father, + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.   Amen. 
 

In baptism, by water and the Word, God liberates us from sin and death,   

     joining us to the resurrection life of our Lord Jesus Christ.   

May God’s Easter promise be renewed in us  

as we proclaim our faith and renew our baptismal covenant.  

-Silence - 

Do you reject the devil and all his empty promises,  

     renouncing the ways of sin that draw you from God?  

I do, by the grace of God, and the power of the resurrection.  
 

Walking with God’s people, will you seek His ways, showing His saving   

     grace by faith-filled word and action? 

We will, by the grace of God, and the power of the Holy Spirit.  
 

Do you turn to Christ as your Lord and Savior?  

In faith, I turn to Christ! 
 

May God renew us by the life-giving Spirit of the risen Christ,  

 and strengthen us to walk by faith in newness of life! 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
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WE SING THE GATHERING HYMN, ELW #641  “All Are Welcome” 

 

 

GREETING  

The grace of the risen Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

       and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.     

And also with you. 
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THE HYMN OF PRAISE: THIS IS THE FEAST   

 
 

THE PRAYER OF THE DAY  

Let us pray  Silence. O Lord Christ, good shepherd of the sheep,  

you seek the lost and guide us into your fold. Feed us, and we shall be satisfied; heal us, and we shall be 

whole. Make us one with you, who live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.  Amen 
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Word 

THE FIRST LESSON is from the Acts of the Apostles, the first chapter.    (Acts 1:1-8) 

[Luke writes:] 
1
In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the 

beginning 
2
until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to 

the apostles whom he had chosen. 
3
After his suffering he presented himself alive to them by many 

convincing proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God.  
4
While staying with them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise of the 

Father. “This,” he said, “is what you have heard from me; 
5
for John baptized with water, but you will be 

baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 

  
6
So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when you will restore the 

kingdom to Israel?” 
7
He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his 

own authority. 
8
But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my 

witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”   The Word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God.  
 

+ Silence +  
 

Psalm 93 is read responsively by verse.  

 
1
The LORD is king, robed in majesty; the LORD is robed in majesty and armed with strength. 

  The LORD has made the world so sure that it cannot be moved. 

 
2
Ever since the world began, your throne has been established; 

  you are from everlasting. 
 

3
The waters have lifted up, O LORD, the waters have lifted up their voice; 

  the waters have lifted up their pounding waves. 

 
4
Mightier than the sound of many waters, mightier than the breakers of the sea, 

  mightier is the LORD who dwells on high. 
 

5
Your testimonies are very sure, 

  and holiness befits your house, O LORD, forever and forevermore.  

     Amen. 
 

THE SECOND READING is from Ephesians, the first chapter.                                         (Ephesians 1:15-23) 
15

I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this reason 
16

I do 

not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. 
17

I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, 
18

so 

that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, 

what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, 
19

and what is the immeasurable greatness of 

his power for us who believe, according to the working of his great power. 
20

God put this power to work in 

Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, 
21

far above 

all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but 

also in the age to come. 
22

And he has put all things under his feet and has made him the head over all things 

for the church, 
23

which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.  

+ Silence +  
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

Our risen Christ is ascended on high, and reigns forever and ever, Alleluia! 

To Christ be glory and honor and power, now and forever ! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!  
 

THE HOLY GOSPEL according to Luke, the 24
th

 chapter.   Glory to you, O Lord!                 (Luke 24:44-53)   
44

[Jesus said to the eleven and those with them,] “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still 

with you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be 

fulfilled.”
45

Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, 
46

and he said to them, “Thus it is 

written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, 
47

and that repentance and 
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forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 
48

You are 

witnesses of these things. 
49

And see, I am sending upon you what my Father promised; so stay here in the 

city until you have been clothed with power from on high.” 

  
50

Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed them. 
51

While he was 

blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried up into heaven. 
52

And they worshiped him, and 

returned to Jerusalem with great joy; 
53

and they were continually in the temple blessing God.  

The Gospel of our Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ!                                                                                      
 

TEACHING THE WORD / SERMON   
 

HYMN OF THE DAY:  ELW #393  “A Hymn of Glory” 

 
 

I ask you to confess your faith, in the words of the Apostles’ Creed: 

 Do you believe in God, the Father? 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

  creator of heaven and earth. 
 

Do you believe in God the Son? 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord. 

  He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

   And born of the virgin Mary;  
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  Suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

   was crucified, died, and was buried. 

  He descended to the dead. 

  On the third day he rose again. 

  He ascended into heaven, 

    and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

  And He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

Do you believe in God, the Holy Spirit? 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 

    the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

    the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 
 

Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God who promises to 

hear us and answer in steadfast love. 

A brief silence. 

Holy God, in Christ Jesus the joy of the church is made complete. Root the church in your Word and unify us 

as Christ’s body. Send us as witnesses, ready to testify by action and word to your Spirit at work. Risen 

Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 
 

We thank you O God, that we can gather together in this house of worship and praise. Make us one from all 

the ways we are present today, in person or remotely. Join our hearts in service to you as we care for one 

another, and embody new ways to welcome, witness, serve and celebrate. Lord, in your mercy,  

Hear our prayer. 
 

Mighty God, the world is your handiwork, displaying your creative impulse. Seas teem with life, forests 

reach up to praise you, and the mystery of life lies deep in the soil. Guard and keep this world for the well-

being of all your creatures.  Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 
 

Healing Christ, we pray for us and our communities of home and work, school and learning, and recreation. 

Hear us as we pray for… 

-all who struggle with illness of body, mind or spirit… 

-unity and reconciliation in the face of all that divides us, and those who divide us for power or profit…        

-all who struggle to care for the needs of home and family… 

-those who grieve, whether for a loved one, or for our nation’s losses to pandemic, violence or disaster… 

-all whose hearts are hardened to the needs around them from fear, selfishness, apathy or any reason… 

Heal us, bring us to wholeness and new life. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Saving God, your wonderful promise is the gift of eternal life in Jesus. Through the witness of those who 

have died in you, strengthen us now in this gift of life. We cherish the memory of your saints Lord, in your 

mercy, Hear our prayer. 
 

In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-ending goodness and 

mercy, crying out in hope and joy to you, O Christ, and to the Father evermore: 

Amen! Alleluia, Amen! 

Meal 
THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always.     

   And also with you. 
 

OFFERTORY, AS WE GATHER OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS / ANTHEM  
We offer our love, obedience and lives in thanksgiving as a response to God’s gifts and 

mercies. Our tithes and offerings may be gathered and  given by mail, given online at 

christpipersville.org or using the QR code.  
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The Table is prepared 
 

OFFERTORY 

Create in me a clean heart, O God,  

   and renew a right spirit within me 
 

Cast me not away from your presence,  

   and take not your Holy Spirit from me 
 

Restore to me the joy of your salvation,  

   and uphold me with your free Spirit.  Amen. 

 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 

God of love,  you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table.  

     Receive our lives and the gifts we offer. 

Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world; 

     for the sake of your beloved Child, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
 

 
 

GREAT  THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you.       

   And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts.            

   We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is right and a joyful thing to give you thanks O God,  

     holy, almighty and merciful, 

for your love is poured out in blessings without measure 

    in the life, death and resurrection of Jesus, 

   the glory of the Ascension,  

   the Spirit poured out with power on the Church. 

 

Gathered around this table we celebrate Christ’s presence among us as He commanded 

 in the night in which He was betrayed, 

     He took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  

     “Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  

Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

Again, after supper, He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 

     saying: “This cup is the new covenant in my blood,  

     shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  

Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

God of resurrection and new life we remember and we pray: 

     Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts of bread and wine. 

 

Bless this feast. Grace our table with your presence 

     and reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. 

Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world. 

Breathe new life into us and nourish us with this feast 

     strengthened to live out your mercy, justice and love.   
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With the whole people of God, we give thanks 

praying with trust and hope for the coming of the Kingdom  

in the words our Savior taught us: 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

   hallowed be thy name,  

   thy kingdom come,  

       thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  

   and forgive us our trespasses,  

   as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

   and lead us not into temptation,  

       but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

    forever and ever. Amen 

 

AGNUS DEI 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;         

   have mercy on us. 
 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;         

   have mercy on us. 
 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;         

   grant us peace. Amen! 

 

INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION 

Alleluia! Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us.   Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia! 
 

We share in the Lord’s Body and Blood. Pastor will say: 

This is the Body and Blood of Christ, given and shed for you!   

Then consume the Sacrament as you desire.    Silence for prayer and reflection as we commune. Then: 

 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you  

and keep you in his grace.   Amen 

 

THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

Let us pray:  Wellspring of hope 

All of creation sings for joy in the risen life of Jesus.  

Fill our hearts with your power and peace that we may care for one another in love,  

together thrive in new life and be a blessing to the world.  

Through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord, we pray.  

Amen! 

 

Sending 
THE BENEDICTION  

The Lord bless you and keep you.  

   The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  

The Lord look upon you with favor + and give you peace.  Amen 

THE SENDING HYMN   ELW #774  “What a Fellowship” 
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THE DISMISSAL 

Alleluia! Go in peace, and tell the news that Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

 

THE POSTLUDE  

WORSHIP ACKNOWLEDGMENTS AND CREDITS:  
The ordo is the traditional liturgy of Holy Communion.  

ELW is Evangelical Lutheran Worship.    ACS is All Creation Sings. 

Propers of the Day and Offertory Prayer Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 

Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB125957. 
 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, Copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches 

of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
 

Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. 
 

“This is the Feast” is from The Lutheran Book of Worship, © 1978 Augsburg Fortress, used by permission of A-F license #5429-L.   

Hymns not in the public domain reprinted and streamed by permission in accord with licenses OneLicense #A-711138 and  CCLI 

#1475937. 
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 Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church 
353 E. Dark Hollow Rd      Pipersville PA 18947 

215. 766. 8730  office         267. 362. 8129  parsonage 
 

The Rev. Marie L. Caron, pastor 

the people of Christ Church, ministers 

Mrs. Cindy Carper, Secretary 

 Mr. Jeff Cron, Council President 

 

The Announcements 
 

LIVE-STREAMED WORSHIP can be seen on Facebook Live.  Watch your email for links to the live-

streamed service and the recorded service to be posted to our website (www.christpipersville.org).  
 

THE MAY BULLETINS are presented to the Glory of God in Memory of Michael & Mary Kondyra, and 

George, Mildred & Bruce Hopf & in Honor of our Children & Grandchildren given by Rick & Genya Hopf. 
 

WE WELCOME Debra Bacak as today’s organist and thank her for sharing her musical talents with us. 
 

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS – The prayer list is printed in the newsletter and is posted on the 

bulletin board. In addition, please remember Adrian (H,R,St), Sonja Hadland (H,R,St), William Mackey 

(R,St) and the family and friends of Katherine Schmidt (esp. daughter Mary Hurley & family) and Frank 

Kramer as they mourn their deaths. Please contact the church office, 215-766-8730 or e-mail, with any 

prayer needs. Names will remain on the prayer list for one month unless a new request is made.  
 

LAWN MOWING VOLUNTEERS NEEDED – There’s a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board or you may 

call or e-mail the church office or use the link in your email to volunteer for a week. Equipment is provided 

(or bring your own) & training is available (see Paul Gruver). 
 

BLESSINGS BY THE BOX - We will again be offering assistance to local Tinicum families facing food 

insecurity this summer. However, due to COVID-19 restrictions we will be distributing Giant gift cards 

instead of actual food items. If you wish to make a monetary donation, please place your donation in an 

envelope marked “Blessings by the Box” and either mail it or drop it off at the church by June 15th.  We will 

be distributing the gift cards in late June. Thank you!  
 

WHAT TO WATCH - Looking for something new to watch or want to recommend something? Send your 

recommendation to christpipersville@gmail.com. We'll post one family recommendation a week here in this 

spot. This week’s recommendation is from Ken & Judy Nygard: Sarah’s Key (movie), Hillbilly Elegy 

(movie) and Broadchurch (series). All are on Netflix and are adult oriented or rated PG. 
 

BULLETIN/WEB SITE SPONSORS: You may sponsor the Sunday bulletin or the church website in 

honor or memory of a loved one and we’ll list your gift in the bulletin as well as social media and our 

website. The requested donation is $20/week for the bulletin and $25/month for the website. Please contact 

the church office to arrange your sponsorship. 
 

THE LORD’S PANTRY has a continuing need for donations.  During the month of May we are collecting 

peanut butter and jelly, but all types of canned/dry goods are welcome (tuna, cereal, soup, etc.).  Donations 

may be placed in the pantry cabinet by the parking lot doors or contact the church office to make drop off 

arrangements.  You may also purchase Giant gift cards to be provided to The Lord’s Pantry. 
 

Week of May 16
th

at a Glance 

Sun.    05/16  The 7
th

 Sunday of Easter: 9:30AM In-Person and Live-Streamed Worship 

Tues.  05/18  Happy Birthday, TJ Ziegler! 

Wed.  05/19  Happy Birthday, Rebecca Harmon!  

Thur.  05/20  8:30AM Morning Prayer; 9AM Bible Study 

Fri.     05/21  Office Closed – Pastor’s Day Off 

Sat.     05/22  Happy Birthday, Kristian Trauger! 

   Happy Anniversary, Dave & Diane Allison! 

Sun.    05/23 The Day of Pentecost: 9:30AM In-Person and Live-Streamed Worship  (Wear red!) 

mailto:christpipersville@gmail.com

