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Earthen Vessels, Whole and Holy 

The 3rd Sunday after Epiphany 2021 

Worship at 9:30 AM   January 24, 2021  Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church 
 

Welcome to Christ Church! This year the cycle of readings takes us to the letters to the 

Church at Corinth (1 & 2 Corinthians). As we read through God’s Word to this growing 

and diverse little church we see the challenges and struggles of our day. The Word tells 

us that faith gives us the tools we need to follow Christ and be the church in challenging 

times. The Word tells us that this faith is a treasure, but that we have this treasure in 

“earthen vessels.”  How does this treasure renew us, and make us whole? Can we let it 

make us holy?  

 

Our gathering on Sundays is the core, the heart of the Church. For these last months 

we’ve gathered in our hearts and across virtual means. It has been a challenge, but still 

we gather, and we are still Christ Church, one in the Lord Jesus, still serving, caring, 

worshipping. We invite you to continue to join with our sisters and brothers in faith, and 

to invite others to join us in worship.  
 
 

Gathering 

PRELUDE: a time for preparation 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

We gather for worship in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.    

Amen 
 

Brothers and sisters in Christ, let us come to God in humility and confidence,  

   confessing our sin before God and each other. 
 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

God of truth and light, 

we confess that we have sinned against you. 

We admit the things that divide us 

   within the church, among the nations, 

   and in our own relationships. 

We confess we have turned away from your light.  

Pour out your healing light upon us. 

Through the power and strength of the cross, 

   heal our brokenness, forgive our foolish ways, 

   and make your light shine through us.  

Amen 
 

The boundless riches of Christ  

   are the gift of God's grace to all people.  

As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ,  

   and by his authority, I declare to you  

   the entire forgiveness of all your sins,  

   in the name of the Father, and of the + Son,  

    and of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen 
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GATHERING SONG ELW 533 

 
 
 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you always.   And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray… silence… Almighty God, by grace alone you call us and accept us in your service. Strengthen us 

by your Spirit, and make us worthy of your call, with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

Amen. 
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Word 

Silence for reflection follows each reading. 
 

The first reading is from Jonah, the 3rd chapter. 
1The word of the LORD came to Jonah a second time, saying, 2“Get up, go to Nineveh, that great city, and 

proclaim to it the message that I tell you.” 3So Jonah set out and went to Nineveh, according to the word of 

the LORD. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly large city, a three days’ walk across. 4Jonah began to go into the 

city, going a day’s walk. And he cried out, “Forty days more, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!” 5And the 

people of Nineveh believed God; they proclaimed a fast, and everyone, great and small, put on sackcloth. 

  10When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, God changed his mind about the 

calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and he did not do it.                                     Jonah 3:1-5;10 

The Word of the Lord  Thanks be to God!     
 

Psalm 62 is read responsively by verse.   
5For God alone I wait in silence; 

  truly, my hope is in God. 

 6God alone is my rock and my salvation, 

  my stronghold, so that I shall never be shaken. 

 7In God is my deliverance and my honor; 

  God is my strong rock and my refuge. 

 8Put your trust in God always, O people, 

  pour out your hearts before the one who is our refuge.  

 9Those of high degree are but a fleeting breath; those of low estate can not be trusted. 

  Placed on the scales together they weigh even less than a breath. 

 10Put no trust in extortion; in robbery take no empty pride; 

  though wealth increase, set not your heart upon it. 

 11God has spoken once, twice have I heard it, 

  that power belongs to God. 

 12Steadfast love belongs to you, O Lord, 

  for you repay all according to their deeds.  Amen. 
  

The second reading is from 1 Corinthians the 7th chapter.  
29Brothers and sisters, the appointed time has grown short; from now on, let even those who have wives be as 

though they had none, 30and those who mourn as though they were not mourning, and those who rejoice as 

though they were not rejoicing, and those who buy as though they had no possessions, 31and those who deal 

with the world as though they had no dealings with it. For the present form of this world is passing away.  

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.                                                                           1 Corinthians 7:29-31 
                                                                                                                                             

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: 

Alleluia. The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near 

Repent, and believe in the good news. Alleluia. 
 

GOSPEL 

The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the first chapter.  Glory to you, O Lord. 
14Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, 15and saying, “The 

time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good news.” 

  16As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net into the 

sea—for they were fishermen. 17And Jesus said to them, “Follow me and I will make you fish for 

people.” 18And immediately they left their nets and followed him. 19As he went a little farther, he saw James son 

of Zebedee and his brother John, who were in their boat mending the nets. 20Immediately he called them; and 

they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men, and followed him.                           Mark 1:14-20 

The Gospel of our Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
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TEACHING THE WORD 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY: ELW 611 

 
 

We have heard the Word. Now let us confess our faith.  

We believe in one God, 

   the Father, the Almighty, 

   maker of heaven and earth, 

   of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

   the only Son of God, 

   eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

   true God from true God, 

   begotten, not made, 

   of one Being with the Father; 

   through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

   he came down from heaven, 

   was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

   and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

   he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

   in accordance with the scriptures; 
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   he ascended into heaven 

   and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

   and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

   who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

   who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

   who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

   We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

   and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

Let us join our hearts, praying that the Light of Christ will shine with healing on the church, for the world, and 

upon all those in need. 

A brief silence. We pray for the world, our community, and our church.  
 

For our church family, and all families as we navigate the chaos and challenge of change. Be our strength and 

light. Guide us into your ways, and guard our steps. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

For this congregation, that we see the people and the needs and challenges of our communities today, and look 

to be the church needed in this time and place. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.  
 

For our country and for all in authority. Guide our elected and appointed leaders, and bless them with insight, 

humility, and an open heart for all people under their governance. Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer.  
 

For those who long for wholeness and healing. Hear our prayers for 

   -all in need of healing care, and those who cannot find or access the care they need… 

   -those who are struggling to meet the needs of home and work and family… 

   -all weary and stressed by trying to make ends meet, and by financial fears…   

   -for all who long for peace and justice among nations and neighbors… 

Give us confidence to bring all our prayers, all our needs, all our fears to you.  

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.  
 

For our congregation as we gather for our annual ministry meeting that we look forward in hope, committed to 

Christ, nourished by the word and promises of God. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

In thanksgiving for the saints who have gone before us that their lives give us hope to live the gospel in our 

words and actions. Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 
 

Into your healing grace, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord, our Life, and our Light.  Amen 
 

THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

And also with you. 
 

Gathered by the Spirit we offer peace to those with us in place, or those we hold in our hearts. 

 

OFFERTORY, AS WE BRING OUR OFFERING   

We offer our love, obedience and lives in thanksgiving as a response to God’s gifts and mercies. 

Our tithes and offerings may be gathered to be given by mail, given online at christpipersville.org 

or using the QR code.  
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OFFERTORY PRAYER   

Let us pray:  God of life and light: 

We bring our tithes and offerings in thanksgiving for what you have given us: 

Our lives, our time and all that we have. Bless these gifts, and make them a blessing to others,   

that Jesus’ mercy and love may shine in our world. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen. 
 

Sending 
 

GOSPEL CANTICLE: The Benedictus, the Song of Zachariah. 
 

Blessed are you Lord, the God of Israel; 

    you have come to your people and set them free.  

You have raised up for us a mighty Savior,  

    born of the house of your servant David.  

Through your holy prophets, you promised of old  

     to save us from our enemies, from the hands of all who hate us, 

     to show mercy to our forebears, and to remember your holy covenant.  

This was the oath you swore to our ancestors Sarah and Abraham:  

     to set us free from the hands of our enemies, free to worship you without fear,  

     holy and righteous in your sight, all the days of our lives.  

In the tender compassion of our God 

the dawn from on high shall break upon us,  

 to shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death,  

and to guide our feet into the way of peace.  
 

Let us join our hearts in the prayer our Savior taught us:  

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

    hallowed be thy name,  

    thy kingdom come,  

    thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses,  

    as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation,  

    but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  

and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 
 

Announcements 

Announcements were sent earlier in the week by USPS and email. Pastor may choose to call attention to one or 

more, or share announcements that were not included.  

 

THE NUNC DIMITTIS 

Lord, now you let your servant go in peace according to Your word. 

For mine eyes have seen Your salvation; 

Which you have prepared before the face of all people; 
 

A light to reveal You to the nations, 

And the glory of Your people Israel.  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son  

    and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning,  

    is now, and ever shall be world without end. Amen. 
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The peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, 

    guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus; 

and the blessing of almighty God,  

   the Father, the + Son, and the Holy Spirit,  

   be among you and remain with you always.  Amen 
 

 

SENDING SONG ELW 774 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

ANNUAL MEETING – We hope you’ll stay and join us on Zoom for our annual meeting at the close of worship. 
 

DISMISSAL 

Let your light shine! Dwell in peace; Go forth to serve the Lord.   

Thanks be to God.  

 
 

Liturgical Texts not in the public domain or composed for Christ Church used by permission:  

A-F #5429-L and  Sundays & Seasons SB125957 

Readings from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of 

the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. 

Hymns reprinted and streamed in accord with licenses OneLicense #A-711138 and CCLI #1475937 

Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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The Rev. Marie L. Caron, pastor 

the people of Christ Church, ministers 

Mrs. Cindy Carper, Secretary 

Mr. Jeff Cron, Council President 

 

Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church 

353 E. Dark Hollow Rd +  Pipersville PA 18947 

Office phone: 215. 766. 8730    

e-mail: christpipersville@gmail.com   +    web site: christpipersville.org 



THE ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

REMEMBER TO CHECK the church web site (www.christpipersville.org) for worship and meeting updates 

and worship videos and resources or contact the church office.   
 

NO IN-PERSON WORSHIP is currently being held.  Watch your email for links to the live-streamed service 

and the recorded service to be posted to Facebook and our website.  
 

OUR WEB SITE THIS MONTH is sponsored to the Glory of God and in Honor of their loving family by The 

Campbells. 
 

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS – The prayer list is printed in the newsletter and is posted on the bulletin 

board. In addition, please remember Dave & Sunny Kline (H,R) and the family and friends of David Harte (esp. 

brother Rev. Barry Harte) and Bill Hagmeier (esp. wife Ruth) as they mourn their deaths. Please contact the 

church office, 215-766-8730 or e-mail, with any prayer needs. Names will remain on the prayer list for one 

month unless a new request is made.  
 

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING will be held following worship today via Zoom.  Watch for the 

link and information to participate virtually this year. Annual Reports were sent out earlier in the week by email 

and printed copies are available to be picked up at the church (on the table just inside the parking lot doors). 
 

CHANGE THE BOILER: Check your pockets and your sofa cushions! We are still accepting spare change for 

this boiler fundraiser. 
 

SOUPER BOWL OF CARING: This annual nationwide event to fight hunger will take place on Super Bowl 

Sunday, February 7th.  All our donations will go to the Lord’s Pantry.  To participate, you may make a monetary 

donation online, by mail or drop off your donation or canned goods/soup at the church. 
 

TO REGISTER for a COVID vaccination in Bucks County in the future, you can go to: 

https://buckscounty.org/government/healthservices/HealthDepartment/CoronavirusInfo/VaccineInfo. It is NOT 

a place to sign up for a specific appointment. 
 

Week of January 24that a Glance 

Sun.   01/24  The Third Sunday after Epiphany 

                      9:30AM Live-Streamed Worship (NO in-person worship) 

                      Approx. 10:20AM Annual Congregational Meeting (watch for Zoom link) 

Mon.  01/25  Happy Birthday, Beth Swope! 

Tues.  01/26  Happy Birthday, David Allison! 

Wed.  01/27  Happy Anniversary, Phil and Kim Szymanowski! 

Thur.  01/28  8:30AM Morning Prayer; 9:00AM Bible Study 

Fri.     01/29  Office Closed, Pastor’s Day Off 

           Happy Birthday, Kim Szymanowski! 

Sun.   01/31   The Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 

                       9:30AM Live-Streamed Worship (NO in-person worship) 

            Happy Birthday, Amanda Jankowitsch! 

https://buckscounty.org/government/healthservices/HealthDepartment/CoronavirusInfo/VaccineInfo

